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these filibusters and get these nomi-
nees working for the American people
in courthouses around the Nation. Jus-
tice Geoffrey Crawford will serve
Vermont well as a Federal district
judge, and I look forward to his con-
firmation.

Madam President, I don’t see anyone
else at the moment, so I would suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire.

Ms. AYOTTE. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LANCE CORPORAL BRANDON GARABRANT

Ms. AYOTTE. Madam President, I
rise today to honor the life and legacy
of LCpl Brandon Garabrant, a proud
marine from Greenfield, NH, who was
tragically killed in action in Afghani-
stan last week.

Lance Corporal Garabrant was an ex-
traordinary young man who cared
deeply about his country. Before he
even graduated from ConVal Regional
High School last year, he had already
graduated from marine boot camp at
Parris Island. Brandon was eager to
serve and he followed in the footsteps
of his great-grandfather and his grand-
father in joining the military to serve
our country.

Long before he joined the Marines,
Brandon had already earned a reputa-
tion as someone who was passionate
about serving others. Volunteering
with the Temple Volunteer Fire De-
partment starting at age 17, he became
a full-time member of that fire depart-
ment when he turned 18. The fire chief
at Temple, George Clark, was quoted as
saying Brandon ‘‘was all about helping
people,” adding that ‘‘no matter what
needed doing, he was always the first
guy there.” Chief Clark said even when
Brandon was home on leave he would
get in touch and he would ask how
could he help, a true reflection on
Brandon’s commitment to serving oth-
ers as reflected in his service to our
country.

Lance Corporal Garabrant was proud
to be a marine and enjoyed the impor-
tant work he was doing. He was a big-
hearted young man with a bright fu-
ture ahead of him, and he represented
the very best of New Hampshire and
the very best of our great Nation.

Brandon was taken from us far too
soon. As we mourn his tragic loss, we
commit ourselves to forever honor and
cherish his memory and to carry on the
proud legacy of service he leaves be-
hind. Brandon was a true American
hero for the sacrifice he made for our
country, for our freedom. At this very
sad time we also support and comfort
his family who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in service to our country.
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In the difficult days and weeks
ahead, my thoughts and prayers will
remain with his mother Jessie, his fa-
ther John, as well as his brother Jacob
and his sister Mykala. May God forever
bless LCpl Brandon Garabrant. May we
honor his selfless sacrifice for our
country. If it weren’t for people such as
Brandon, we would not enjoy the free-
doms we have in this great country. If
it were not for marines such as Lance
Corporal Garabrant, who stepped up to
serve his country and volunteered on
behalf of our great Nation, we would
not have the free speech rights we
enjoy or any of the other rights we
enjoy.

My thoughts and prayers will remain
with his family. My thoughts and pray-
ers will remain with all of his fellow
soldiers who have lost a friend, and my
thoughts and prayers will remain with
all of those in the Greenfield commu-
nity, with the fire station, with Chief
Clark, and all of those who have lost a
great American hero.

Thank you, Madam President.

I would suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning

business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session.

Under the previous order, there will
now be 2 minutes of debate equally di-
vided prior to the cloture vote on the
Byron nomination.

Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that all time
be yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Paul G. Byron, of Florida, to be United
States District Judge for the Middle District
of Florida.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Richard J.
Durbin, Elizabeth Warren, Tim Kaine,
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Richard Blumenthal, Robert P. Menen-
dez, Barbara A. Mikulski, Debbie Sta-

benow, Christopher Murphy, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Sherrod Brown, Patty
Murray, Tom Harkin, Tom Udall,

Christopher A. Coons, Robert P. Casey,
Jr.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Paul G. Byron, of Florida, to be
United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Florida, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
PRYOR), and the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS),
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
KIrK), the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN)
would have voted ‘“‘nay’ and the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DON-
NELLY). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 30, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 202 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Harkin Nelson
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Heitkamp Reid
Booker Hirono Rockefeller
Boxer Johnson (SD) Rubio
Brown Kaine Sanders
Cant}vell King Schumer
Cardin Klobuqhar Shaheen
Carper Landrieu Stabenow
Casey Leahy Test.
Collins Levin ester
Coons Manchin Udall (CO)
Donnelly MoCaskill Udall (NM)
Durbin Menendez Walsh
Feinstein Merkley Warner
Franken Mikulski Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Hagan Murray Wyden

NAYS—30
Alexander Corker Hoeven
Ayotte Crapo Inhofe
Barrasso Enzi Isakson
Blunt Fischer Lee
Boozman Flake McCain
Burr Graham McConnell
Chambliss Grassley Moran
Coats Hatch Paul
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Portman Sessions Thune
Risch Shelby Wicker
NOT VOTING—17
Begich Johanns Roberts
Coburn Johnson (WI) Schatz
Cochran Kirk Scott
Cornyn Markey Toomey
Cruz Murkowski Vitter
Heller Pryor

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 53, the nays are 30.
The motion is agreed to.

———

NOMINATION OF PAUL G. BYRON
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT
JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS-
TRICT OF FLORIDA

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Paul G. Byron, of Florida, to be United
States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida.

——————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 2
minutes of debate equally divided prior
to the cloture vote on the Mendoza
nomination.

Mr. REID. I yield it back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Carlos Eduardo Mendoza, of Florida, to be
United States District Judge for the Middle
District of Florida.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Tom
Udall, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Cory A.
Booker, Jack Reed, Tim Kaine, Bar-
bara Boxer, Bill Nelson, Jeff Merkley,
Christopher A. Coons, Angus S. King,
Jr., Richard Blumenthal, Richard J.
Durbin, Christopher Murphy, Patty
Murray, Charles E. Schumer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Carlos Eduardo Mendoza, of Florida,
to be United States District Judge for
the Middle District of Florida, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
PRYOR), and the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from OKklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN),
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the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS),
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN)
would have voted ‘“‘nay” and the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 31, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 203 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Harkin Nelson
Bennet Heinrich Reed
Blumenthal Heitkamp Reid
Booker Hirono Rockefeller
Boxer Johnson (SD) Rubio
Brown Kaine Sanders
Cantwell King Schumer
Cardin Klobuchar Shaheen
Carper Landrieu Stabenow
Casey Leahy
Collins Levin Tester
Coons Manchin Udall (CO)
Donnelly McCaskill Udall (NM)
Durbin Menendez Walsh
Feinstein Merkley Warner
Franken Mikulski Warren
Gillibrand Murphy Whitehouse
Hagan Murray Wyden
NAYS—31
Alexander Fischer McConnell
Ayotte Flake Moran
Barrasso Graham Paul
Blunt Grassley Portman
Boozman Hatch Risch
Burr Hoeven Sessions
ghaénbhss inh}gfe Shelby
oats sakson
Corker Kirk a}ilg{)(jr
Crapo Lee
Enzi McCain
NOT VOTING—16
Begich Johanns Schatz
Coburn Johnson (WI) Scott
Cochran Markey Toomey
Cornyn Murkowski Vitter
Cruz Pryor

Heller Roberts

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 53, the nays are 31.
The motion is agreed to.

————
NOMINATION OF CARLOS
EDUARDO MENDOZA TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT

JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DIS-
TRICT OF FLORIDA

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The assistant legislative clerk re-
ported the mnomination of Carlos
Eduardo Mendoza, of Florida, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Florida.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 2
minutes of debate equally divided prior
to the cloture vote on the Bloom nomi-
nation.
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, all time is yielded back.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the nomination
of Beth Bloom, of Florida, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of Florida.

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Tom
Udall, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Jack Reed,
Tim Kaine, Barbara Boxer, Bill Nelson,
Jeff Merkley, Christopher A. Coons,
Angus S. King, Jr., Richard
Blumenthal, Cory A. Booker, Richard
J. Durbin, Christopher Murphy, Patty
Murray, Charles E. Schumer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Beth Bloom of Florida to be United
States District Judge for the Southern
District of Florida shall be brought to
a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH), the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY), the Senator from Arkansas (Mr.
PRYOR), and the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. SCHATZ) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN),
the Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mr. JOHANNS),
the Senator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHN-
SON), the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. ROBERTS), the Senator from South
Carolina (Mr. ScoTT), the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. TOOMEY), and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN)
would have voted ‘“‘nay’ and the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53,
nays 31, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 204 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Cantwell Donnelly
Bennet Cardin Durbin
Blumenthal Carper Feinstein
Booker Casey Franken
Boxer Collins Gillibrand
Brown Coons Hagan
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